
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE MODULE 
 

Rationale 
 

Violence against women is defined by the United Nations as “any act of gender-based violence 
that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, 
including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or 
in private life”.1   
 

Domestic violence has negative consequences for victims, especially with respect to the 
psychological and physical health of women, as well as the physical, emotional, and mental health of their 
children. WHO estimates that more than one third of women (35 per cent) have experienced physical 
and/or sexual violence.  And among women who have been in a relationship, 30 percent have experienced 
physical and/or sexual violence by their intimate partner. 2 

 
Men also are victims of domestic violence and intimate partner violence (IPV) although there has 

been less emphasis on measuring the prevalence.  However, recent research concluded that “in the last 
year, males are more often the victim of intimate partner physical violence, psychological aggression and 
control over sexual/reproductive health.”3 

 
 Domestic violence has been substantiated as an important public health priority and as such has 

been receiving wider attention and efforts to measure it. “Research on violence against women – 
especially male partner violence – has increased. Since 2005, when the first results of the World Health 
Organization (WHO) Multi-Country Study on Women’s Health and Domestic Violence were launched, 
the number of intimate partner violence prevalence studies increased fourfold, from 80 to more than 300, 
in 2008. Similarly, there is also a growing body of evidence about the range of negative health and 
development consequences of this violence. In addition to the human costs, research also shows that 
violence has huge economic costs, including the direct costs to health, legal, police and other services.  
The broader social costs are profound but difficult to quantify.” 4 

 
 

Experience and Evidence 
 

Experience 
 

The first time domestic violence data were collected as part of a DHS was in Colombia in 1990.  
Since then, numerous countries participating in the DHS program have included the detailed domestic 
violence module in their surveys.  The UNICEF MICS questionnaire includes questions in the standard 
woman’s questionnaire in order to measure women’s attitude towards domestic violence.  The module is 
harmonized with the DHS questions.   

 
  

1 United Nations, General Assembly. Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women. 1993 
2 World Health Organization. Global and Regional Estimates of Violence against Women: Prevalence and Health 
Effects of Intimate Partner Violence and Non-partner Sexual Violence. 2013 
3 Bert H. Hoff, (2012) "US National Survey: more men than women victims of intimate partner violence", Journal of 
Aggression, Conflict and Peace Research, Vol. 4 Iss: 3, pp.155 - 163 
4 Garcia-Moreno C, Watts C. Violence against women: an urgent public health priority. Geneva: Bulletin of the 
World Health Organization; 2011. 
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On the other hand, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) National Intimate 
Partner and Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS) assess experiences of intimate partner violence (IPV), 
sexual violence (SV), and stalking among adult women and men in the United States. 5  This is a 
nationally representative survey and the questionnaire is administered to men and women by telephone. 

 
Evidence 
 

The comparability and reliability of data on domestic violence across cultures present challenges, 
given that “…what constitutes violence or abuse varies across cultures and among individuals.  A culture 
of silence usually surrounds domestic violence and can affect reporting. The sensitivity of the topic is 
another issue. Assuring the safety of respondents and interviewers when asking about domestic violence 
in a familiar setting, protecting women who disclose violence, and reducing the risk of double-
victimization of respondents as they relive their experiences, are all specific ethical concerns.” 6    

 
As a result, strict guidelines should be followed in countries where the domestic violence module 

is implemented. The following guidelines are aimed at ensuring the ethical implementation of the 
domestic violence module and at maximizing the disclosure of actual violence.7  

 
Only one woman per household should complete the domestic violence module. The procedure to 

be used to randomly select one woman from among the eligible women in the household is included in 
the next page.  In surveys where both women and men are interviewed and both are included as 
respondents for the domestic violence module, additional precautions are needed, mostly that 1) a woman 
and a man are not interviewed with the module in the same household; and 2) in any given household 
only one woman/man should be randomly selected from among eligible respondents in the household. 

 
There has been criticism of ‘confirmation bias’ whereby most survey instruments are designed to 

measure violence perpetrated by men against women instead of general domestic violence or violence 
against intimate partners.8 
  

5 The National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey, http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/nisvs/ 
6 Detailed guidelines are available in “Putting Women First: Ethical and Safety Recommendations for Research on 
Domestic Violence against Women” World Health Organization, 2001. 
Uganda Bureau of Statistics (UBOS) and ICF International Inc. 2012. Uganda Demographic and 
Health Survey 2011. Kampala, Uganda: UBOS and Calverton, Maryland: ICF International Inc. 
7 Uganda Bureau of Statistics (UBOS) and ICF International Inc. 2012. Uganda Demographic and Health Survey 
2011. Kampala, Uganda: UBOS and Calverton, Maryland: ICF International Inc. p. 239 
8 A Voice for Men, Humanist Counter-Theory. http://www.avoiceformen.com/mens-rights/domestic-violence-
industry/us-national-survey-more-men-than-women-victims-of-intimate-partner-violence/ 
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Indicators on Domestic Violence in the Global Reference List 
 
The domestic violence indicators included in the Global Reference List presented by WHO for 

partner review on August, 2014 are included in the following table. For Core Indicator 74 domestic 
violence refers to 12 months preceding the survey.  For Additional Indicator 75 the reference period is 
since age 15.  
 

No. Type Name Definition Numerator Denominator 

74 Core Intimate partner 
violence 
prevalence  

Percentage of ever-
partnered women 15-49 
years who have 
experienced physical 
and/or sexual violence by 
an intimate partner in the 
last 12 months 
 
 

Number of women who 
currently have an intimate 
partner, who report 
experiencing physical or 
sexual violence by at least 
one of these partners in 
the past 12 months  

Total number of 
women surveyed 
who currently have 
or had an intimate 
partner 

75 Additional Non-partner 
sexual violence 
prevalence  

Percentage of women 20-
29 years who have ever 
experienced sexual 
violence by a non-partner 
from age 15 

Number of women 20-29 
who have ever 
experienced non-partner 
sexual violence 

Total number of 
women 20-29 
years 

 

Contents of the Short Module 
 
 The questionnaires proposed here are based on the detailed module used in the Demographic and 
Health Surveys (DHS) program which contains around 40 questions.  The questions included in the short 
module allow the calculation of the two indicators that are included in the Global Reference List:  
 
Core Indicator 74 Intimate partner violence prevalence 

 Physical violence: question 05a through 05g (7 types of violence) 
 Sexual violence: questions 05h and 05j (3 types of violence). 

 
Additional Indicator 75 Non-partner sexual violence prevalence 

 Questions 22A, 22B, 23, 24, 24A, 25. 
 

Both the short and the long module include a first section with instructions for the selection of one 
woman among the list of eligible women in the household schedule.  
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NAME OF SELECTED WOMAN

HOUSEHOLD LINE NUMBER OF SELECTED WOMAN . . . . . . . 

5 6 7 8

LOOK AT THE LAST DIGIT OF THE HOUSEHOLD QUESTIONNAIRE SERIAL NUMBER ON THE COVER PAGE. THIS IS THE 
ROW NUMBER YOU SHOULD GO TO IN THE TABLE BELOW.  CHECK THE TOTAL NUMBER OF ELIGIBLE WOMEN IN 
THE HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE. THIS IS THE COLUMN NUMBER YOU SHOULD GO TO.  FOLLOW THE SELECTED ROW 
AND COLUMN TO THE CELL WHERE THEY MEET AND CIRCLE THE NUMBER IN THE CELL. THIS IS THE NUMBER OF THE  
WOMAN SELECTED FOR THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE QUESTIONS FROM THE LIST OF ELIGIBLE WOMEN IN THE 
HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE. WRITE THE NAME AND LINE NUMBER OF THE SELECTED WOMAN IN THE SPACE BELOW 
THE TABLE.  

EXAMPLE: THE HOUSEHOLD QUESTIONNAIRE SERIAL NUMBER IS ‘716’ AND THE HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE COLUMN 9 
SHOWS THAT THERE ARE THREE ELIGIBLE WOMEN AGE 15-49 IN THE HOUSEHOLD (LINE NUMBERS 02, 04, AND 05).  
SINCE THE LAST DIGIT OF THE HOUSEHOLD SERIAL NUMBER IS '6' GO TO ROW '6' AND SINCE THERE ARE THREE 
ELIGIBLE WOMEN IN THE HOUSEHOLD, GO TO COLUMN '3’.  FOLLOW THE ROW AND COLUMN AND FIND THE 
NUMBER IN THE CELL WHERE THEY MEET (‘2') AND CIRCLE THE NUMBER.  NOW GO TO THE HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE 
AND FIND THE SECOND WOMAN WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR THE WOMAN'S INTERVIEW (LINE NUMBER '04' IN THIS 
EXAMPLE). WRITE HER NAME AND LINE NUMBER IN THE SPACE BELOW THE TABLE. 

5 4

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SELECTION OF WOMEN FOR THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE MODULE 

LAST DIGIT OF THE 
HOUSEHOLD 

QUESTIONNAIRE 
SERIAL NUMBER

TOTAL NUMBER OF ELIGIBLE WOMEN AGE 15-49 IN HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE

1 2 3 4

1 6 5

0 1 2 2 4 3 6

1 1 1 3 1 4

2 1 2 1 2 5 2 7 6

3 1 1 2 3 1 3 1 7

5 3 1

4 1 2 3 4 2 4

5 1 1 1 1 3

2 8

3

6 1 2 2 2 4 6 4 2

7 1 1 3 3 5 1 5

3

8 1 2 1 4 1

5

2 6 4

9 1 1 2 1 2 7
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NO. QUESTIONS AND FILTERS CODING CATEGORIES SKIP

01A CHECK IN THE HOUSEHOLD QUESTIONNAIRE THE TABLE WITH THE SELECTION OF WOMEN FOR THIS MODULE.

WOMAN SELECTED WOMAN GO TO 
FOR THIS MODULE NOT SELECTED NEXT

MODULE

01B CHECK FOR PRESENCE OF OTHERS.  DO NOT CONTINUE UNTIL PRIVACY IS ENSURED.

PRIVACY PRIVACY
OBTAINED . . . . . . . 1 NOT POSSIBLE . . . . . . . 2 32

02 CHECK THE SECTION ON MARRIAGE:

 CURRENTLY MARRIED/  FORMERLY MARRIED/
LIVING WITH A MAN LIVED WITH A MAN NEVER  MARRIED/

(READ IN PAST TENSE NEVER LIVED 22B
AND USE 'LAST' WITH WITH A MAN
HUSBAND/PARTNER')

05  
ASK EACH QUESTION IN DV05A FIRST.  B

 IF THE ANSWER IS "YES" CIRCLE CODE 1 IN COLUMN "EVER"
AND PROCEED WITH QUESTION DV05B.

A SOME- NOT IN LAST
EVER OFTEN TIMES  12 MONTHS

a) YES 1 1 2 3
NO 2    

b) YES 1 1 2 3
NO 2

c) YES 1 1 2 3
NO 2

d) YES 1 1 2 3
NO 2    

e) YES 1 1 2 3
NO 2

f) YES 1 1 2 3
NO 2

g) YES 1 1 2 3
NO 2    

h) YES 1 1 2 3
NO 2

i) YES 1 1 2 3
NO 2

j) YES 1 1 2 3
NO 2

slap you? 

tw ist your arm or pull your hair?

punch you w ith his f ist or w ith something 
that could hurt you?

kick you, drag you, or beat you up?

try to choke you or burn you on 
purpose?

threaten or attack you w ith a knife, gun, 
or other w eapon?

physically force you to have sexual 
intercourse w ith him w hen you did not 
w ant to?

physically force you to perform any  
other sexual acts you did not w ant to?

force you w ith threats or in any other  
w ay to perform sexual acts you did not 
w ant to?

push you, shake you, or throw  
something at you?

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: SHORT MODULE

Now  I w ould like to ask you some questions about important aspects of a w oman's life. You may f ind some of 
these questions very personal.  How ever, your answ ers are crucial for helping to understand the condition of 
w omen in the country. Let me assure you that your answ ers are completely confidential and w ill not be told to 
anyone and no one else in your household w ill know  that you w ere asked these questions.

Now  I need to ask you some questions about your relationship w ith your (last) husband/partner.

How  often did this happen during 
the last 12 months: often, only 
sometimes, or not at all?

Did your (last) husband/partner ever do 
any of the follow ing things to you:
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NO. QUESTIONS AND FILTERS CODING CATEGORIES SKIP

22A

YES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 23
NO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2  
REFUSED TO ANSWER/                      

NO ANSWER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 24A

22B YES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
NO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
REFUSED TO ANSWER/                     

NO ANSWER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 30

23 CURRENT HUSBAND/PARTNER . . . . . 01
FORMER HUSBAND/PARTNER . . . . . . . 02
CURRENT/FORMER BOYFRIEND . . . . . 03
FATHER/STEP-FATHER. . . . . . . . . . . . . 04
BROTHER/STEP-BROTHER . . . . . . . . . 05
OTHER RELATIVE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 06
IN-LAW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 07
OWN FRIEND/ACQUAINTANCE . . . . . . . 08
FAMILY FRIEND. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 09
TEACHER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
EMPLOYER/SOMEONE AT WORK . . . . . 11
POLICE/SOLDIER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
PRIEST/RELIGIOUS LEADER . . . . . . . . . 13
STRANGER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
          
OTHER 96

24 CHECK THE SECTION ON MARRIAGE:

 EVER MARRIED/ EVER MARRIED/
EVER LIVED NEVER LIVED
WITH A MAN WITH A MAN

YES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
NO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 25

24A CHECK DV05A (h-j) 

AT LEAST ONE NOT A 
'YES' SINGLE 'YES' 30

25 CHECK THE SECTION ON MARRIAGE:

EVER MARRIED/ NEVER MARRIED/NEVER
LIVED WITH A MAN LIVED WITH A MAN

AGE IN COMPLETED YEARS

DON'T KNOW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98

30 THANK THE RESPONDENT FOR HER COOPERATION AND REASSURE HER ABOUT THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF HER
ANSWERS.  FILL OUT DV31 AND DV32 BELOW WITH REFERENCE TO THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE MODULE ONLY.

31 REGISTER IF YOU HAD TO INTERRUPT THE YES YES, MORE
 INTERVIEW BECAUSE SOME ADULT WAS ONCE THAN ONCE  NO

TRYING TO LISTEN, OR CAME INTO THE HUSBAND . . . . . . . . . . 1 2 3
ROOM, OR INTERFERED IN ANY OTHER OTHER MALE ADULT. . . 1 2 3
WAY. FEMALE ADULT . . . . . . 1 2 3

32 INTERVIEWER'S COMMENTS/EXPLANATION FOR NOT COMPLETING THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE MODULE 
 

Who w as the person w ho w as forcing you the very f irst time 
this happened? 

(SPECIFY)

In the last 12 months, has 
anyone other than (your/any) 
(husband/partner) physically 
forced you to have sexual 
intercourse w hen you did not 
w ant to?

In the last 12 months has 
anyone physically forced 
you to have sexual 
intercourse w hen you did 
not w ant to?

How  old w ere you the f irst 
time you w ere forced to have 
sexual intercourse or perform 
any other sexual acts by 
anyone, including (your/any) 
husband/partner?

How  old w ere you the f irst 
f irst time you w ere forced to 
have sexual intercourse or 
perform any other sexual 
acts?

At any time in your life, as a child or as an adult, has anyone 
ever forced you in any w ay to have sexual intercourse or 
perform any other sexual acts w hen you did not w ant to?

Now  I w ant to ask you about things that may have been done 
to you by someone other than (your/any) (husband/partner). 

At any time in your life, as a child or as an adult, has anyone 
ever forced you in any w ay to have sexual intercourse or 
perform any other sexual acts w hen you did not w ant to?
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Contents of the Long Module 
 

The long module includes the basic questions in the short module plus a set of questions to allow 
the calculation of two additional indicators:  1) women’s attitudes toward wife beating; and 2) emotional 
violence among ever married women.   

 
Indicator:  Women’s attitudes toward wife beating 
 

“Women’s attitudes toward wife beating” is an indicator first proposed at an expert meeting 
convened by the WHO Department of Reproductive Health and Research in Geneva, 23-24 of June 2014.  
The main objective of the meeting was “…to develop a consensus on priority indicators on violence 
against women to propose for measuring progress towards the target for eliminating violence against 
women in the post-2015 sustainable development goals.” 9  In the meeting, consensus was reached about 
the two indicators in the Global List (74 and 75 above) and a third indicator on the underlying causes of 
violence against women, namely “the proportion of people who think it is never justifiable for a man to 
beat his wife/partner” was also proposed. In this case, women’s attitudes toward wife beating are 
considered a proxy for women’s perception of their status. 

 
The definition for the proposed indicator on women’s attitudes toward wife beating is the 

“percentage of women 15-49 years who agree with at least one specified reason that a husband is justified 
in hitting or beating his wife”.  The domestic violence module in the DHS program includes the following 
questions that are used to calculate the new indicator:  

 
In your opinion, is a husband justified in hitting or beating his wife in the following situations: 
a) if she goes out without telling him? 
b) if she neglects the children? 
c) if she argues with him? 
d) if she refuses to have sex with him? 
e)  if she burns the food? 

 
Indicator:  Emotional violence among ever married women 

 
The definition for the proposed indicator on emotional violence is “the percentage of ever-

partnered women 15-49 years who have experienced emotional violence by an intimate partner in the last 
12 months” and requires the following questions, also in the DHS module:  

 
(Does/Did) your (last) husband/partner ever: 
a) say or do something to humiliate you in front of others?  
b) threaten to hurt or harm you or someone close to you?  
c) insult you or make you feel bad about yourself?  
 
The proposed questionnaire for the long module is included in the following pages. The following 

table lists the available indicators and the corresponding questions. 
 
 
 

9 http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/topics/violence/vaw-indicators/en/ 

INDICATORS IN THE MODULES QUESTIONS MODULE 
Core Indicator 74, Intimate partner  violence prevalence   
 Physical violence 05a-05g Short, Long 
 Sexual violence 05h-05j Short, Long 
Additional Indicator 75,  Non-partner sexual violence 22A, 22B, 23, 24, 24A, 25 Short, Long 
Women’s attitudes toward wife beating 26, 27 Long 
Emotional violence among ever married women 04a, 04b, 04c Long 
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NAME OF SELECTED WOMAN

HOUSEHOLD LINE NUMBER OF SELECTED WOMAN . . . . . . . 

5 6 7 8

LOOK AT THE LAST DIGIT OF THE HOUSEHOLD QUESTIONNAIRE SERIAL NUMBER ON THE COVER PAGE. THIS IS THE 
ROW NUMBER YOU SHOULD GO TO IN THE TABLE BELOW.  CHECK THE TOTAL NUMBER OF ELIGIBLE WOMEN IN 
THE HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE. THIS IS THE COLUMN NUMBER YOU SHOULD GO TO.  FOLLOW THE SELECTED ROW 
AND COLUMN TO THE CELL WHERE THEY MEET AND CIRCLE THE NUMBER IN THE CELL. THIS IS THE NUMBER OF THE  
WOMAN SELECTED FOR THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE QUESTIONS FROM THE LIST OF ELIGIBLE WOMEN IN THE 
HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE. WRITE THE NAME AND LINE NUMBER OF THE SELECTED WOMAN IN THE SPACE BELOW 
THE TABLE.  

EXAMPLE: THE HOUSEHOLD QUESTIONNAIRE SERIAL NUMBER IS ‘716’ AND THE HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE COLUMN 9 
SHOWS THAT THERE ARE THREE ELIGIBLE WOMEN AGE 15-49 IN THE HOUSEHOLD (LINE NUMBERS 02, 04, AND 05).  
SINCE THE LAST DIGIT OF THE HOUSEHOLD SERIAL NUMBER IS '6' GO TO ROW '6' AND SINCE THERE ARE THREE 
ELIGIBLE WOMEN IN THE HOUSEHOLD, GO TO COLUMN '3’.  FOLLOW THE ROW AND COLUMN AND FIND THE 
NUMBER IN THE CELL WHERE THEY MEET (‘2') AND CIRCLE THE NUMBER.  NOW GO TO THE HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE 
AND FIND THE SECOND WOMAN WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR THE WOMAN'S INTERVIEW (LINE NUMBER '04' IN THIS 
EXAMPLE). WRITE HER NAME AND LINE NUMBER IN THE SPACE BELOW THE TABLE. 

5 4

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SELECTION OF WOMEN FOR THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE MODULE 

LAST DIGIT OF THE 
HOUSEHOLD 

QUESTIONNAIRE 
SERIAL NUMBER

TOTAL NUMBER OF ELIGIBLE WOMEN AGE 15-49 IN HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE

1 2 3 4

1 6 5

0 1 2 2 4 3 6

1 1 1 3 1 4

2 1 2 1 2 5 2 7 6

3 1 1 2 3 1 3 1 7

5 3 1

4 1 2 3 4 2 4

5 1 1 1 1 3

2 8

3

6 1 2 2 2 4 6 4 2

7 1 1 3 3 5 1 5

3

8 1 2 1 4 1

5

2 6 4

9 1 1 2 1 2 7
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NO. QUESTIONS AND FILTERS CODING CATEGORIES SKIP

01A CHECK IN THE HOUSEHOLD QUESTIONNAIRE THE TABLE WITH THE SELECTION OF WOMEN FOR THIS MODULE.

WOMAN SELECTED WOMAN GO TO 
FOR THIS MODULE NOT SELECTED NEXT

MODULE

01B CHECK FOR PRESENCE OF OTHERS.  DO NOT CONTINUE UNTIL PRIVACY IS ENSURED.

PRIVACY PRIVACY
OBTAINED . . . . . . . 1 NOT POSSIBLE . . . . . . . 2 32

02 CHECK THE SECTION ON MARRIAGE:

 CURRENTLY MARRIED/  FORMERLY MARRIED/
LIVING WITH A MAN LIVED WITH A MAN NEVER  MARRIED/

(READ IN PAST TENSE NEVER LIVED 22B
AND USE 'LAST' WITH WITH A MAN
HUSBAND/PARTNER')

04 Now  if you w ill permit me, I need to ask some more questions 
about your relationship w ith your (last) husband/partner.
If w e should come to any question that you do not w ant to 
answ er, just let me know  and w e w ill go on to the next question.

  
ASK EACH QUESTION IN 04A FIRST.  B

 IF THE ANSWER IS "YES" CIRCLE CODE 1 IN COLUMN "EVER"
AND PROCEED WITH QUESTION 05B.  DON'T ASK 05B IF
RESPONDENT IS A WIDOW. 

A (Does/did) your (last) husband/partner SOME- NOT IN LAST
ever: EVER OFTEN TIMES  12 MONTHS

a) say or do something to humiliate you YES 1 1 2 3
in front of others? NO 2    

b) threaten to hurt or harm you or someone YES 1 1 2 3
close to you? NO 2

c) insult you or make you feel bad about YES 1 1 2 3
yourself? NO 2

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE:  LONG  MODULE

Now  I w ould like to ask you some questions about important aspects of a w oman's life. You may f ind some of 
these questions very personal.  How ever, your answ ers are crucial for helping to understand the condition of 
w omen in the country. Let me assure you that your answ ers are completely confidential and w ill not be told to 
anyone and no one else in your household w ill know  that you w ere asked these questions.

How  often did this happen during 
the last 12 months: often, only 
sometimes, or not at all?
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NO. QUESTIONS AND FILTERS CODING CATEGORIES SKIP

05  
ASK EACH QUESTION IN 05A FIRST.  B

 IF THE ANSWER IS "YES" CIRCLE CODE 1 IN COLUMN "EVER"
AND PROCEED WITH QUESTION 05B.  DON'T ASK 05B IF
RESPONDENT IS A WIDOW. 

A SOME- NOT IN LAST
EVER OFTEN TIMES  12 MONTHS

a) YES 1 1 2 3
NO 2    

b) YES 1 1 2 3
NO 2

c) YES 1 1 2 3
NO 2

d) YES 1 1 2 3
NO 2    

e) YES 1 1 2 3
NO 2

f) YES 1 1 2 3
NO 2

g) YES 1 1 2 3
NO 2    

h) YES 1 1 2 3
NO 2

i) YES 1 1 2 3
NO 2

j) YES 1 1 2 3
NO 2

Did your (last) husband/partner ever do 
any of the follow ing things to you:

Now  I need to ask you some questions about your relationship w ith your (last) husband/partner.

How  often did this happen during 
the last 12 months: often, only 
sometimes, or not at all?

push you, shake you, or throw  
something at you?

slap you? 

tw ist your arm or pull your hair?

punch you w ith his f ist or w ith something 
that could hurt you?

kick you, drag you, or beat you up?

try to choke you or burn you on 
purpose?

threaten or attack you w ith a knife, gun, 
or other w eapon?

physically force you to have sexual 
intercourse w ith him w hen you did not 
w ant to?

physically force you to perform any  
other sexual acts you did not w ant to?

force you w ith threats or in any other  
w ay to perform sexual acts you did not 
w ant to?
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NO. QUESTIONS AND FILTERS CODING CATEGORIES SKIP

22A

YES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 23
NO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2  
REFUSED TO ANSWER/                      

NO ANSWER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 24A

22B YES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
NO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
REFUSED TO ANSWER/                     

NO ANSWER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 26

23 CURRENT HUSBAND/PARTNER . . . . . 01
FORMER HUSBAND/PARTNER . . . . . . . 02
CURRENT/FORMER BOYFRIEND . . . . . 03
FATHER/STEP-FATHER. . . . . . . . . . . . . 04
BROTHER/STEP-BROTHER . . . . . . . . . 05
OTHER RELATIVE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 06
IN-LAW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 07
OWN FRIEND/ACQUAINTANCE . . . . . . . 08
FAMILY FRIEND. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 09
TEACHER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
EMPLOYER/SOMEONE AT WORK . . . . . 11
POLICE/SOLDIER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
PRIEST/RELIGIOUS LEADER . . . . . . . . . 13
STRANGER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
          
OTHER 96

24 CHECK THE SECTION ON MARRIAGE:

 EVER MARRIED/ EVER MARRIED/
EVER LIVED NEVER LIVED
WITH A MAN WITH A MAN

YES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
NO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 25

At any time in your life, as a child or as an adult, has anyone 
ever forced you in any w ay to have sexual intercourse or 
perform any other sexual acts w hen you did not w ant to?

Now  I w ant to ask you about things that may have been done 
to you by someone other than (your/any) (husband/partner). 

At any time in your life, as a child or as an adult, has anyone 
ever forced you in any w ay to have sexual intercourse or 
perform any other sexual acts w hen you did not w ant to?

Who w as the person w ho w as forcing you the very f irst time 
this happened? 

(SPECIFY)

In the last 12 months, has 
anyone other than (your/any) 
(husband/partner) physically 
forced you to have sexual 
intercourse w hen you did not 
w ant to?

In the last 12 months has 
anyone physically forced 
you to have sexual 
intercourse w hen you did 
not w ant to?
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24A CHECK QUESTIONS 05A (h-j)

AT LEAST ONE NOT A 
'YES' SINGLE 'YES' 26

25 CHECK THE SECTION ON MARRIAGE:

EVER MARRIED/ NEVER MARRIED/NEVER
LIVED WITH A MAN LIVED WITH A MAN

AGE IN COMPLETED YEARS

DON'T KNOW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98

26 REGISTER THE PRESENCE OF OTHERS AT THIS POINT: PRESENT PRESENT NOT

PRESENT AND LISTENING AND NOT PRES.

PRESENT BUT NOT LISTENING LISTENING LISTENING

NOT PRESENT
CHILDREN < 10 . . . . . 1 2 3
HUSBAND . . . . . . . . . 1 2 3
OTHER MALES . . . . . 1 2 3
OTHER FEMALES . . . 1 2 3

27
YES NO DK

a) GOES OUT. . . . . . . . . 1 2 8

b) NEGL. CHILDREN . . . 1 2 8

c) ARGUES. . . . . . . . . . . 1 2 8

d) REFUSES SEX . . . . . 1 2 8

e) BURNS FOOD. . . . . . . 1 2 8

30 THANK THE RESPONDENT FOR HER COOPERATION AND REASSURE HER ABOUT THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF HER
ANSWERS.  FILL OUT DV31 AND DV32 BELOW WITH REFERENCE TO THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE MODULE ONLY.

31 REGISTER IF YOU HAD TO INTERRUPT THE YES YES, MORE
 INTERVIEW BECAUSE SOME ADULT WAS ONCE THAN ONCE  NO

TRYING TO LISTEN, OR CAME INTO THE HUSBAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 2 3
ROOM, OR INTERFERED IN ANY OTHER OTHER MALE ADULT . . . . 1 2 3
WAY. FEMALE ADULT . . . . . . . . 1 2 3

32 INTERVIEWER'S COMMENTS/EXPLANATION FOR NOT COMPLETING THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE MODULE  

If she burns the food?

How  old w ere you the f irst 
time you w ere forced to have 
sexual intercourse or perform 
any other sexual acts by 
anyone, including (your/any) 
husband/partner?

How  old w ere you the f irst 
f irst time you w ere forced to 
have sexual intercourse or 
perform any other sexual 
acts?

In your opinion, is a husband justif ied in hitting or beating his 
w ife in the follow ing situations:

If she goes out w ithout telling him?

If she neglects the children?

If she argues w ith him?

If she refuses to have sex w ith him?

12 
 


